Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 13th April, 2011 at 7.30 pm
 
 
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Padraig McKenny
 
Other Members:     Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Mary Kavanagh, Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy
 Officials:               Joe McGuinness, Town Manager, 

 
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
                                                           
                        
Apologies:               Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer  
                                                                        
-------------------------------
MINUTE 26/11
 
Minutes
 
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 9th March 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Kavanagh.
MINUTE 27/11
Vote of Sympathy -  A vote of sympathy to the family and colleagues of PC Ronan Kerr was passed.
MINUTE 28/11
Memorandum of Understanding
Michael Curran gave a presentation on the Memorandum Of Understanding between Newry & Mourne District Council and the Louth Local Authorities.  

A discussion followed as to the benefits which this agreement would bring to the area as a whole.

In response to Cllr Malone’s question, concerning the present concentration on tourism in the north of the county, Mr Curran stated that Tourism Officers in both Newry & Mourne and Meath will be promoting all of Louth and also the wider region.

Cllr McGeough stated that he hoped that this would redress the imbalance of tourists who head south and west and welcomed the tremendous potential which this agreement could bring.  

All the Cllrs agreed that this was a very positive step for Ardee and the area as a whole.

Cllr McKenny thanked Mr Curran for his presentation and time.

 MINUTE 29/11
Town Twinning 

Cllr McKenny detailed the events held over St Patricks week and stated that it was a great success.  

Cllr Tenanty added that the Nettuno delegates were very impressed with Ardee and that they are looking forward to welcoming the ATC Members in May.
Cllr McGeough thanked the Chairman, Cllr Tenanty and all involved for their hard work in making the visit a success.  This was endorsed by all present.

Cllr McKenny thanked Ardee Town Council for their contribution to the St Patricks Day Parade and also the traders in the town whose support made it possible.

MINUTE 30/11
Fosters Monument
Joe McGuinness informed the council that Fosters monument is a protected structure but that the Lone Soldier is not.  Quotation has been requested for the cleaning of same.  Any signage should be placed adjacent to Fosters monument and any works should be carried out in conjunction with the Conservation Officer.  

MINUTE 31/11
Town Improvement Fund

Cllr McKenny suggested that a report on the Town Improvement Fund to be brought to the members by the Town Clerk.

MINUTE 32/11
Turlough Butler O’Brien

Cllr Hatrick was approached regarding the erection of a plaque on the former residence of Turlough Butler O’Brien to commemorate his contribution to beekeeping in Ireland.  It was agreed that Cllr Hatrick will revert with a more detailed submission to the members.
MINUTE 33/11
Notice of Motion
From Cllr Kavanagh
8.1
“That Ardee Town Council in light of the catastrophic danger to public health posed by Nuclear power plants in Japan  

(a) Renew its opposition to Westminster’s plans to build 5 new nuclear power stations along the Irish sea coast in Britain

(b) Calls on the Irish Government to voice these concerns to the English Govt. in the strongest possible terms.

(c) Calls on the Dail to ensure that legal measures are put in place to prevent the building of nuclear power stations in Ireland.”
Discussion followed and it was agreed to send a letter to Irish Government as per the motion.  It was agreed also to forward this motion to other councils on the proposal of Cllr Kavanagh and Seconded by Cllr McCoy.
MINUTE 34/11
Notice of Question

From Cllr Farrelly

9.1
“What is the situation surrounding the erection of signage on the approach roads to Ardee to illustrate the amenities within the town?”

Cllr Tenanty responded by saying that the NRA must be approached regarding any proposed signage of this nature.  
A discussion followed regarding the lack of signage along the M1 and its importance in the promotion of tourism in the area.  It was agreed to write to the NRA for clarification on this matter on the proposal of Cllr Farrell and seconded by Cllr McCoy.
MINUTE 35/11
Notice of Motion From Other Councils

Monaghan Town Council - Proposed Cllr Hatrick, Seconded Cllr Minogue
Leixlip Town Council -  Proposed Cllr McGeough, Seconded Cllr McCoy
Kilkee Town Council – Taken as read

MINUTE 36/11
Correspondence
Drogheda Mayors Office – May Day Conference.  Noted

Ardee Historical Society Meeting – Noted

LAMA Spring Seminar – It was agreed that Cllr McCoy and Cllr Tenanty would be the delegates to attend.
Response from Mairead Ahern – 
A discussion took place on response received from Mairead Ahern.  Cllr Tenanty remarked that there should be a fairer system of employing personnel.

Cllr McGeough stated that there were lots of well educated unemployed ‘responsible individuals’ and that job sharing should be looked at on polling day.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr McCoy that a letter should be sent to Mairead Ahern requesting positions at polling stations should be more widely advertised and that the polling station should be moved from the national school to the parish centre.
MINUTE 37/11
AOB

Sale of Former De La Salle Bros House – Cllr Minogue asked if it were possible to approach the Parish Council to retain this house for the benefit of the people of Ardee to be used as a possible family resource centre
A discussion followed and Cllr Tenanty suggested that clear ideas were needed as to its proposed useage as the town already had a parish centre.

Joe McGuinness suggested that the execuctive should make an initial approach.

Boys School Field – Cllr Minogue asked if it were possible to approach the Parish to get permission to erect changing facilities on site for Square Utd football club.  
A discussion followed and it was decided that Cllr Minogue, Cllr Tenanty, Cllr McKenny would get together and approach the various sporting groups within the town to ascertain their needs.  

Joe McGuinness suggested that the Sports Partnership Facilitator, Mary Browne should be included in any discussions.
Bus Shelters-  Cllr Hatrick asked if Bus Shelters could be placed at the Link Road and at Farrellys.  
Joe McGuinness stated that the Local Area Plan included this issue and the progression of works would be brought back to the members.

Youth Reach -  Cllr Malone asked what was the position regarding funding for Youth Reach.

Cllr McKenny stated that an application was made and turned down as no new application were being funded.  

Cllr Minogue stated the Deputy Fergus O’Dowd would be willing to meet with representatives of the council any time.

Town Clerk to write to Deputy O’Dowd to request a meeting.

Adaptation Grants – Cllr Malone congratulated LCC on the number of people who’ve received grants over the years and asked what was the position re: next years budget allocation.

Joe McGuinness stated that there was a reduction of €600.000 on previous years and the scheme had to close 1st April.  The scheme will re-open again in 2012 and will be budget dependent.
Cllr Malone proposed that a letter be sent to the Minister requesting increased funding, seconded by Cllr Kavanagh.

That concluded the meeting.

 
 Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
